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Mr. AßchiBALD Bow RR 's Motives 


to the Court of Ix SIT ION. 


Including alſo, 


nocent Gentleman, who was driven mad by his 
Sufferings, in this bloody Court; and of a 


Author was an Eye-Witneſs. 
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ACCOUNT 


for leaving his Office of Secretary 


ARELATION of the horrid Treatment of an in- 


Nobleman who expired under his Tortures: To 
both which inhuman and ſhocking Scenes the 


Diep1cuLTiEs he met with in eſcaping from 
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R. Bowzs, who was unhappily educated 
in the Church of Rome, has given the 
4 V World very ſufficient Reaſons for his 
leaving that Communion, in the two Volumes 
of the Lives of the Popes already- publiſhed ; 
and we impatiently expect two more from the 
ſame able Hand. 1 he generous Subſcription he 
has had, and the univerſal Applauſe with which 7 
his Books have been received, will powerfully | 
ſtimulate and urge him to proſecute his great 
but laborious Deſign. What Effects his Books 
may produce amongſt thoſe of the Romiſh Per- 
ſuaſion, and whether Reaſon and Hiſtorical 
Facts will be ſufficient to controul the Prejudices 
of Education, we cannot poſlibly ſay ; but this 
we are ſure of, that to expoſe the Abſurdities of 
Popery, is always uſeful, always neceſſary in a 
Proteſtant Country. In Order to be ſerviceable 
in ſome Meaſure in this Reſpect, and to ſhew our 
People the Horrors of Popery, and the Hell of 
an Inquiſition, we lately gave the Public the fol- 
lowing Account; and tho* we were miſtaken in 
one Circumſtance mentioned in the Preface, viz. 
That Mr. B had given to Dr. Hill ſuch an 
Account, yet that no Way affects the Truth of 
the Narrative. It was then ſufficient to our Juſ- 
tification, that we were credibly told ſo ; and it 


now + 
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PREFACE. Hy 
now throughly acquits us of all Blame, that we 
retract that Particular. The only. Obje&ion 
therefore remaining is, that it is the Right of 
Mr. B and of no Perſon elſe, to publiſh 
this Account : To which we anſwer, that Mr. 
B, frequently entertaining his Friends by 
telling them theſe. Stories, cannot complain of 
our Endeavours to give the like Entertainment 

to others, who are deprived of the Pleaſure of 
his Friendſhip and Converſation. And whatever 
private Reaſons Mr. B may have againff it, 
yet the Editor is fure that they out to be 2 2 
liſhed ; and therefore gives the World this new 
Impreſſion. X. e 


November 22, 1750. 
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RICHARD BARRON. 


Mr. Bowers Account of his Eſcape 
FROM THE 


INQUISITION. 


R. Bower ſays, that what firſt 
occaſioned him to contrive his 
Eſcape from the Inquiſition, 
wasthe Cruelty exerciſed there, 

| particularly on two Gentlemen 
whole Stories he thus xelates. 


Tin 1 been e to the In- 
quiſition at Macerata, that a Gentleman had 


been. guilty of ſpeaking diſreſpectfully of 


Weir Office ; 3 all ane Diligence Was 
IN cf us'd 
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(2) 
us'd to diſcover him; and Advertiſements 


fix d up at Rome, and other Places; deſcribing 
him to be a fall lach Man, with an ep 
ment in bis Speech. OUTSET OT Tone 


"WR. 1 
* 


One of tlicke Emiſfary! 8 barons to be 


at Florence, in the public Walks, met with a 
Perſon, whom he thought anſwered the De- 
ſcription. Accordingly he ſpared no Pains 
to inſinuate himſelf into his Acquaintance ; 


and ſucceeded ſo far, that the Gentleman 
finding him to be a Stranger, offered to ſnew 
him the principal Curioſities of the Place; 
and entertain'd him, at his Houſe, in a . 
and hoſpitable Manner. a 


we ww 
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After ſome Time, the a wh bim 
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that he hoped he would ſuffer him ta return 


the Obligation, by accomvanying him to 


Rome ; and paſſing ſome Lays with bim at 


his Seat, in the Neighbourhood of that City, 
where he found the Gentleman had never 
1 been. | 


| Accordingly. they ſet out Pe and 
inſtead of carrying him to any Houſe of his 
own, he led him directly to the Palace of the 
Inquiſition 


af 


Inquiſition at Macerata, where, after bring- 
ing him to the great Hall, he deſired him 
to amuſe himſelf with the Paintings there; 
arid excuſe his leaving him a little, to give 
bf AH aud Orders in the Houſe, 


Whild hes was 9 An the Gran- 
deur of the Place, and ſuſpecting, from the 


Richneſs of the Furniture, that he had not 
treated his Friend with the Reſpect that was 
his due; he obſerved ſeveral Perſons peep- 


ing One by One at the Dovr,. and . 


him full in the Face. 


Upon this, ſeeing no Sign of his Compa- 
nion's Return, he began to ſuſpect ſome 
Treachery, and was juſt ſtepping out, when 
a Perſon came up to him, and enquiring 
where he was going, told him, that no Body 
was ſuffered to depart thence, that he was 
now in the Hall of the Inquiſition, and muſt 
certainly have been - guilty of ſome great 
Crime, or he would not have been brought 
thither ; ſo that he muſt . up his Abode 


there. 


* lmme- 
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 Iniththtety/1 he was thru down hs the 
Dungeon; where, after being fed for a 
„ with Bread and Water, he was brought 
p in the middle of the Night, to a Room 


wad with Black, where the Couucil of the 
Inquiſition was fitting, (one of which was 


Mr. Bowes himſelf) Where he was told, by 
the Inquiſitor General, that he muſt certainly 
have been guilty of ſorii great Offence ; for 


the holy Inquiſition never accnſed any one 


raſhly, ſo that he muſt confider what it was, 
and impeach himfelf. | 


Upon his proteſting his Innocence, he was 


prepared for the Torture, which was inflict. 


ed in this Manner, The unhappy Man was 


ſtripped naked, and by Means of four Ropes, 


which ran upon as many Pullies, at each 


Corner of the Room, his Arms and Legs were 


extended, within one Degree of breaking 


and he was laid upon his Back with an Iran 


Spike fixed under him, 


In this Condi he lay for ſome Time, 
in extreme Anguiſh; but ſtill refuſing to ac- 


cuſe 


l e od 


cuſe himfelf, he was remanded back to his 
Dungeon; where he had not been long, be- 


fore the Inquiſition having diſpatched” an 


Expreſs to Rome, with their Suſpicions, that 


| from his Reſolution, and other Circumſtan- 


ces, he could not be the Man they imagin'd, 
received for Anſwer, that” they need give 
themſelves no further Trouble about him, 
for thar they had diſcovered the true Offen- 
der; upon which this Gentleman was diſ- 
charged, after they had given him an Oath of 


Secrecy. But the Hardſhips, under which 


he had labour'd, and the Torments he had 
ſuffered, had ſo far depriv'd him of the Uſe 
of his Faculties, that he continued the Re- 
mainder of his Life ſenſeleſs and diſtracted in 
the Neighbourhood of Macerata. | 


This, Mr. Bower ſays, ſhock'd him ex- 


tremely. But what determined him to leave 


them, when Opportunity offer'd, was the 


following Affair, which he relates thus.----- 


As a Nobleman (a Friend of his) who was 


juft marry'd, was walking in his Garden with 


his Lady; two Capuchin Friars paſs'd by 
with their Feet and Heads bare, and the 


Mor- 


a ng, wha : — 


(6 

mortifying Garb . of A Order. When 
they were got to ſome little Diſtance, . and, 
as he thought, out of hearing, he expreſs 4 
to his Wife his Surprize, that any Perſon 
could be ſo far infatuated, as to believe that 
ſuch a particular Dreſs could be dr aer 
in the Sight. of. God, 


” Uohappily for him, he was overheard 


by the Friars, who made their Report to the 
Inquiſition. f Mr. Bower, as one of the In- 


quiſitors, was ordered to take a ſufficient 


Guard, which they always had in waiting, 


to bring his unfortunate Friend before theme 
It would have been vain for him to have ex- 
pteſs d the Reluctance he inwardly felt; for 
the leaſt Signs of it might, have prov'd fatal to. 
himſelf. 


About the middle of the Night, heandhis 
Attendance appear'd before the Nobleman's 
Door ; when, upon their knocking, a Ser-. 
yant lock d out of a Window, and enqui- 
ring who was there, was anſwered, the holy 


 Inquijfition : Upon this, knowing the Conſe- 


quence of a Refuſal, he haftened down, | 
opened 
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(7) 
opened the Door, and cqndutted them into 


the Bed- Chamber, where "the new married 
kno ag were faſt aſleep. | Ws: a EY 
The rt who walked was BY Lady wb 

ſeeing ſuch a Crew of Ruffians in the Room, 
ſcreamed out, for which, ſhe was ſaluted by 
one of them with a Blow on the Face, that 
made the Blood guſh out. Mr. Bower * Was 
much enraged at this, and aſking the Fellow 
what Authority He had for ſich an uhparilt- 
ell'd Piece of Cruelty, thieatched him LE. 
verely, and afterwards had him puniſhed in 

an exemplary 2 


1 a, 
4 ** 


This wak'd the” Huſband, 1518 e year 
much ſurprized at what had happen'd;' caft- 
ing his Eyes on Mr. Bower, cryed out, Ah, 
my Friend, is it you ! Yes, he reply'd, it is; 
and you muſt immediately rife and follow 
me. This he ſoon'comply'd with. Accord- 
ingly he was conducted to the Inquiſition, 
where he was told,” he was certainly guilty 
of ſome great Crime; and that he had a 
Week given him to recollect Na what ir 
Was, and ſo accuſe himſelf. 2 
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89809 bas | 
"All = Time he Was . in a Dun- 


geon, and fed with nothing but Bread and 
Water, in Order to weaken him, and tender 
An leſs able to andere the Torture. 1 


At the End 75 the Week "I was brought, 
in the. Night, before t the infernal Tribunal ; 
and fo altered, that he was ſcarce known to 
be the ſame: And upon his declaring that 
he was not conſcious of any Thing culpable, 
he was led to the Torture, which Was thus 
inflicted on him. 


-» * @ ww 


By Means of four Cords, which came over 


four Pullies, at each Corner of the Room, 


and met in the Centre, he was hoiſted up to 
the Cieling, where, by « (den Jerk, r 
Bones were diſlocated. 


" be bad hung ſome Time in this de- 
plorable Condition, the Inquiſitor General 
thinking he had not yet ſuffered enou ugh, 
commanded them to flacken the a in 
Order to let him fall with a Shock to the 
Ground. This, after what had been done 
A before, 
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before, is theught to be one of the greateſt 
Torments that human Nature is capable. of 
| ſuſtaining. But when they came to inflict 


it, they found that the unhappy Man was al- 
ready dead ; upon which they buried him 


in a private Manner, and ſent a Note to his 
Wife, deficing het to offer up Prayers for his 
Soul, in all the Churches in Rome. 1 


After two ſuch Pieces of unexampled Cru- 


elty, and” fandtify'd Villany; in both of 
which, by Virtue of his Office, but in the 


latter more particularly, Mr. Bower had 


been ſo deeply, tho reluctantly concerned, 
he was determined, at all Events, to make 


his Eſcape from the Inquiſition ; being per- 
ſuaded, that if he could get to England, the 
Place of his Birth, he ſhould meet with En- 
couragement from ſome of his Countrymen ; 
ſeveral of whom he had been acquainted 


with i in their Travels thro? Tah. 


y "pa ſenfible of the Difficulties he had to 


encounter, none being ſuffered to ſtir out 


without Leave firſt obtain'd from the Inqui- 


ſitor General. To him therefore he apply'd 
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( 10 ) 
for a Pettoifon: to go on a Pilerimage to 
Loretto, a Thing that he had to long 
Ed. 


1 „5g. General applauded bis Re- 
ſolution, and gave him Leave; but imme- 
diately diſpatched an Expreſs to Loretto, to 
know preciſely the Time he arrived there, 


Accordingly Mr. Bower ſet out on Horſe- 
back, and having arm'd himſelf with a Poc- 
ket Piſtol, was determined, in Caſe he found 
he could not otherwiſe eſcape, to diſpatch 
himſelf; being perſuaded, that if ever Suicide 
was excuſeable, it muſt be in his Circum- 
ſtances, in order to , avoid the Torments, 
which, if he ſhould be taken, WIT be in- 
flicted on him. 


After r many Conteſts with himſelf, he con- 
tinued firm to his orfginal Project; and with 
Deſign to purſue it, croſs'd out of the Road 
not far from Loreto, and ſhaped his Courſe 
towards Switzerland; knowing that if he 
could but reach Bern, a Proteſtant Canton, 
he ſhould be ſafe, In order to attain it, he 


travelled 


(1) 
travelled Day and Night upon the Moun- 
tains; but at laſt, himſelf and Horſe: grow- 
ing faint, for want of Suſtenance, he made 
up to a Town, which he took to be Bern; 
but which proved, to his great Concern, to 
be a Popiſn Canton: However, he alighted at 
an Inn, where there happened to be two 
Men who were reading a Paper, which, 
caſting his Eye upon, he found to be a De- 
ſcription of himſelf; promiſing a nt Ne. 
5 hana for apprehending him. | 
| He eve to conceal his Confuſion 
as much as he could, wiping his Face with a 

Handkerchief to prevent his being obſerved; 
till at laſt, one of the Men aſking him why 
he wiped his Face, as if he was afraid of 


being ſeen; deſired him to read that Paper, 


which he did, as he ſays, with ny __—_ 
| = Ca EY HA) 


In the meandielie; one of them whiſper- 
ed his Companion; and ſoon after they retir- 
ed into a Room together, to conſult whe- 
ther they ſhould apprehend him or not, as it 


was a hazardous Affair; it being poſſible 
C 2 that 
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( 1a.) 
that he might be a Courier of the ar 
ſome other Misiſtee. 742 


( „ © 6+ 14 : 


Mr. Bower * this cm to fly 10 


his Horſe, which he mounted with the ut: 


moſt Expedition, and gallop' d into a neigh» 
bouring Foreſt, where he concealed himſelf 


for ſome Time, and afterwards purſued his 
Journey ; ſubſiſting himſelf, for ſeveral Days, 


upon nothing but what the Fields and Woods 


afforded. At laſt, his Horſe, as well as hinge 
ſelf, being almoſt worn out with Hunger 


and Fatigue, happening one Morning; to 
*ſpy a Light at a Diſtance, he made up to it 


at all Events; and, upon bis knocking at 


the Door, a Man looked out at the Window, 
and of whom he enquired whether it was a 


Proteſtant Country; to whom he reply d, 
Ves, thank God for it. Immediately upon 


hearing this joyful News, he deſired him to 


come down and open the Door; for that 
he was the unfortunate Bogner that had eſca- 


ped from the Inquiſition, and was now in the 
utmoſt Diſtreſs for want of Reſt and Food. 
Accordingly he alighted, and was received 


| by the Landlord with the utmoſt Hoſpuality 


who, 


” WET a __ _— 


1 
who, upon his enquiring how far it was to 


Bern, informed him about 0 Miles; 1 


offered himſelf for his Guide. 


Upon Wand at Bern; he was adviſed 
in order to avoid | ſeveral Popiſh Countries; 
to take Shipping an the Nhine, as far as 


Straſberg. He embark'd' therefore on that 


River; and one of his Companions in the 
Veſſel happened to be a Jeſuit, who not 
knowing him, entered into Diſcourſe with 
him n | own en e * enn 


When * were ont n near yt 0 Strafe 
berg, the Ship bulged upon a Rock, fo that 
they, with great Difficulty, eſcaped to Shore, 
where Mr. Bower immediately took Poſt. 
Horſes for Calais, No ſooner was he arriv- 
ed there, and alighted at the Inn, than he 
ſaw on the Gate, Advertiſements deſcribing 
him, and promiſing a Reward for appre- 
hending him. This made him reſolve to de- 


part as ſoon as poſſible; ſo that he went 


down te the Shore, in order to ſee if there 
was any Veſſel ready ta ſail for England; but 
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(14) 


to his great Mortification, found none; and 


the Wind. being high, could not Nu | 
with any to put to Sea. 


At laſt, for à conſiderable Sum of Mo- 
ney, he engaged ſome Fiſhermen to carry 
him over. Scarce had they ſet ſail, but the 


Waves ran ſo high, that the Men declared 


it impoſſible to ſucceed, for. that no Boat 
could live. | In vain he offered them all he 


was worth, in cafe they would venture; for 


all their Reply was, that he certainly muſt 
have been guilty of ſome very great Crime, 
to attempt to run ſo great a Hazard. Accord- 
ingly * yu back, "wo nn — again. 


But inſtead of Sigg to che aue _ he 
went to another; where thinking he heard 
in the next Room, the Voice of ſome Engh/b 
Gentlemen, he deterriladd to difcover him- 
ſelf to them, being of Opinion, that no Per- 
ſons ſo merry and chearfal as they appeared to 
ve TO harbour any III-will * him. 


Mise by theſe Refiexicns, he WY 
ed at the Door; and, to his great Satisfac- 
2 tion 


( 15 * 
tion, the firſt that came to him was Lord 
Baltimore, with whom he ood been . 
ſmall a 


| His Len was n Spe at Being 
him there, but told him that he had no Time 
to loſe, for that ſtrict Search had been made 
after him, and Spies planted about every Per- 
ſon that went for England. In ſhort, he 
accompanied him to the Sea Shore, and of- 
fered him his own Yatch to carry him over, 
in which he immediately imbark'd, and ſoon 
landed ſafe at Dover. 


The next Day, Mr. Bower was much ſur- 
prized with a Letter brought in, directed to 
him; but much more when upon opening 
it, he found it came from the Inquiſitor Ge- 
neral ; with Promiſes. of great Honour and 
Rewards, in Caſe he would return to the 
Inquiſition. 9 

This, it ſeems, being left undirected, was 
ordered to be delivered to him, as ſoon as it 
was certainly known that he was arrived in 
England ; but upon his Enquiry for the Per- 
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fon who brought it, no Body could tell what 
was become of him. However, he had 
ſeen too much already, to rely on what they 
promis d; and contented himfelf with Ex- 
preſſing his Gratitude to God, for happily 
eſcaping out of their Clutches, and ſafely 
arriving in a free and Proteſtant Country. 


